
The best time to consider energy-efficient options for equipment is in the earliest 
stages of designing your building. Our Data Center Design Assistance program 
helps you include energy savings in the planning and design phase of your project. 
Equipment that works well together and goes beyond standard efficiency options 
is a worthwhile investment that leads to long-term savings on energy bills and 
operating costs. To encourage cost-effective investments in energy conservation, 
our Data Center Design Assistance is a complete program including financial 
incentives and free consulting to help you with new construction, additions or major 
renovation projects.

We offer rebates based on energy savings gained as a result of implementing 
equipment and systems that perform better than local code and an agreed upon 
baseline energy model. The more energy you save, the more you can earn in 
incentive dollars and the more you’ll save on future energy bills.

Data center design assistance:
Available for projects with enough time to integrate new ideas and strategies  
within the design plans of the building.

Qualifications for the program include:
• Xcel Energy commercial electric customers in Minnesota or Colorado

• Project size is at least 1 megawatt of IT load

• Project status is in schematic or early design phase

• Willing to consider design options to produce energy savings

• Commitment to achieve 5% minimum electric savings over the baseline

Participants in the program:
• Receive free, comprehensive energy modeling to help maximize energy-saving 

strategies in your design plans

• Earn cash rebates for qualifying energy efficiency measures implemented

• Receive up to $6,000 in reimbursement for design team costs

Computer modeling forecasts your building’s energy performance
This FREE, comprehensive approach to energy savings includes personalized 
computer energy modeling for your planned data center. The modeling predicts 
energy use, suggests energy-saving strategies and projects energy-cost savings.
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The core elements of energy modeling activities will cover, but are not limited to, the 
following subsystems within the facility:

• Building envelope

• Heating, ventilating and air conditioning 

• Lighting

• Networking and IT equipment

• Power management (UPS, onsite generation etc.)

Our services help ensure that selected strategies are included in your construction 
document and are installed to save on energy bills. Recommended strategies also 
qualify for our cash rebates, which decrease your out-of-pocket cost and improve 
your return on investment. 

Data Center Design Assistance: How does it work?
Data Center Design Assistance helps you explore and evaluate all kinds of energy-
related “what-ifs” for your facility. For example, what if you implemented a different 
air flow method. Would it make a difference? What kind of savings will you see? 
Data Center Design Assistance can help your facility with power delivery efficiency, 
data process center efficiency and cooling plant efficiency to maximize your facilities’ 
efficiency and save you money.

Our consultants will work with you and your design team. Our computer modeling 
will show you how these energy-saving options might work together in your 
facility—before you’ve committed resources. 

Don’t miss out on rebates and energy savings. Contact us before you begin 
your plans to build a new data center.

Call your Xcel Energy account manager or 855-839-8862 for everything 
you need to get started to participate in our program. Learn more at 
xcelenergy.com/DataCenters.

Why take the time for energy 
efficiency?
The up-front investment you 
make to create a high-efficiency 
performance building will pay 
dividends over the long term, 
increasing your economic, health 
and environmental benefits.

Economy
• Free, customized energy-design 

consulting expertise helps you  
build in energy efficiency

• Computer energy modeling 
specific to your planned building 
forecasts energy use and finds 
efficiency improvements

• Design team reimbursements  
up to $6,000

• Building for efficiency helps 
optimize your building’s life-cycle 
economic performance 

Data Center Design Assistance 
is just one of the many programs 
Xcel Energy’s Corporate Economic 
Development department uses 
to develop customized energy 
solutions for business. 
Learn more by visiting us at 
economicdevelopment. 
xcelenergy.com.

Business Solutions Center 855-839-8862
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PROCESS FOR PARTICIPATION

STEP 1
Introduction meeting
• Owner
• Owner’s design team
• Xcel Energy’s Design Assistance consultant
• Xcel Energy

Introduce program, discuss building characteristics, and select 
energy efficient measures and design alternatives to be used in 
creating the energy model.

STEP 2
Results meeting
Review results of the energy model that shows how design 
alternatives can work together to create a better performing building.

Results of all modeled strategies include:
• First costs • Energy savings
• Payback • Xcel Energy incentives

With help from design team, owner selects design alternative 
intent to include in final plans.

STEP 3
Construction document review
Owner/design team provides a copy of final construction 
documents. We verify the intended strategies made it to the plans. 
The design team incentive can be applied for during this stage.

STEP 4
Verification
A site visit is conducted to verify that equipment and strategies 
have been implemented as intended.

A report is completed and Xcel Energy provides an incentive 
check to the owner.

PARTICIPATION TIMELINE

PREDESIGN

Business plan

Site selection

DESIGN

Pre-design

Schematic design

Design development

Construction documents

Construction administration

OPERATIONS

Verification

Building commissioning

Business Solutions Center 855-839-8862
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